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Description

 

: This is a six-credit graduate course dealing with the political, 
constitutional, and legal history of the framing and ratification of the Constitution of the 
United States.  Based mainly on documentary sources, it examines fundamental questions 
concerning the nature of the American political tradition, constitutionalism, the rule of 
law, and the social, cultural and intellectual context in which the American Founding 
took place.  The Madison Foundation recognizes its professional responsibility to provide 
an academically rigorous course based on the highest standards of scholarship and 
conducted in a spirit of intellectual objectivity, openness, and civility. 

The course meets daily from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. for lecture and 10:45 to 11:45 and 1 
p.m to 2 p.m. for discussion sections.  Course grade is based primarily on two essays 
(2500 words in length) based on assigned readings.  Discussion section participation is 
taken into account in the evaluation metric.  Faculty work closely with Fellows and are 
available for individual conferences at scheduled office hours and by appointment.    
 

Gordon S. Wood, The American Revolution: A History (2002)  
Texts:  

R.B. Bernstein, The Founding Fathers Reconsidered (2009) 
Winton U. Solberg, ed., The Constitutional Convention and the Formation of the Union 
(1990) 
Jack P. Greene, ed., Settlements to Society 1607-1763 (1975) 
Jack P. Greene, ed., Colonies to Nation 1763-1789 (1975) 
Herbert Storing, ed. The Anti-Federalist: Writings by the Opponents of the Constitution 
(1985) 
Hamilton, Jay, Madison, The Federalist 
 
JMF Summer Institute  2012  Course Packet   [CP]   
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Lectures and Readings
 

   

   
 June 18 Introduction:   Modern Constitutionalism :   Belz 
   

Wood, The American Revolution   
Belz, “Constitutionalism and the American Founding” [CP] 
Murrin, “A Roof without Walls: The Dilemma of American National Identity” 
[CP] 

 
June 19    English Common Law and the American Legal Tradition : Dreisbach   

 
Greene, Settlements to Society, 39-42, Dale’s Laws 
 Blackstone, “Of the Laws of England,” in St. George Tucker, Blackstone’s 
Commentaries, I, 62-92 [CP] 

  
June 20    English Colonization in North America :   Belz 

 
Greene, Settlements to Society, 1-3, 9-33, 39-45, 47-49, 60-69, 81-85, 94-98, 108-
12, 139-51, 158-71, 184-99; Murrin, “The British and Colonial Background of 
American Constitutionalism,” [CP] 
 

June 21  Prologue to Resistance: Civil and Religious Sources of Resistance to 
   Tyranny: Dreisbach 
 
Bible:  Romans verses 13:1-7; Acts verses 5:42, esp. verse 29 [CP] 
“Vindiciae contra tyrannos,” in Constitutionalism and Resistance in the Sixteenth 
Century, ed. J.H. Franklin, 141-61 [CP] 
Greene, Settlements to Society, 167-69, William Penn, “Preface to the First Frame 
of Government” (1682); Greene, Settlements,  344-47 
Jonathan Mayhew, “A Discourse concerning Unlimited Submission” [CP] 
Jonathan Boucher, “On Civil Liberty; Passive Obedience, and Non-
Resistance”[CP] 

 
 June 22   Eighteenth Century Political Thought :  Morrison 
  
 Cicero, Republic [CP] 
 Burke, “Speech on Conciliation with the Colonies” [CP] 
 Locke, Second Treatise of Civil Government  [CP] 
 Montesquieu, Spirit of the Laws  [CP] 
 Hume, Of the Original Contract  [CP] 
 Burgh, Political Disquisitions   [CP] 
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 June 25    Significance of Religion in the American Revolution :    Morrison 
 

Greene, Settlements, 29-33, 39-42; Colonies to Nation, 298-301  
Morrison, “John Witherspoon’s Revolutionary Religion” [CP] 
Witherspoon, “Sermon: Dominion of Providence”   [CP] 
West, “On the Right to Rebel Against Governors”   [CP] 
Images:  “Revolutionary Battle Flag 1776;” “An Attempt to Land a Bishop 1769” 
[CP] 
 

June 26    American Revolution as a Constitutional Crisis :  Belz            
 

Greene, Colonies to Nation, 1-12, 42-65, 68-72, 78-92, 121-36, 196-200, 202-50, 
252-60, 268-301 

 
June 27   State Constitutions :  Nelson  
 
 Greene, Colonies to Nation, 304-374  
 Thomas Jefferson to Thomas Nelson, May 16, 1776 [CP] 
 “Join or Die” Franklin’s Plan of Union graphic  [CP] 
 Read online your own state or territorial constitution (if possible)  
 
June 28   Articles of Confederation :  Nelson and Belz 
 

Greene, Settlements, 373-77; Greene, Colonies to Nation, 418-466   
Jensen, “The Idea of a National Government during the American Revolution” 
[CP] 
Onuf, “The First Federal Constitution: The Articles of Confederation” [CP] 
“New States in an Expanding Union,” [CP] 
Alexander Hamilton, letter to James Duane [CP] 
Benjamin Rush, “Address to the People of the United States” [CP] 
Madison, “Vices of the Political System” [Greene, Colonies to Nation, 514-19] 
  

June 29   Constitutional Convention:   Belz   
 
 Solberg, 71-223 
 
ESSAY 1  DUE DATE  JUNE 29 
 
July 2   Constitutional Convention :   Belz 

 
Solberg, 223-344  

 
July 3    George Washington and American Union:  Morrison 
 
 Morrison, The Political Philosophy of George Washinngton, 1-18 [CP] 
 Letter to Mason [CP] 
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 Letter to Fairfax [CP] 
 Circular to the States [CP] 
 Fairwell Address [CP] 
 
July 4   Ratification Debate—Anti-Federalists:  Belz  
 

Storing, The Anti-Federalist, pp.13-20, 65-73, 79-96, 108-27, 138-45, 234-36, 
243-44, 297-315, 331-56   
The Federalist, no. 43-46, 49-51, 67-73, 78-81, 84-85 
Bailyn, “The Central Themes of the American Revolution” [CP]  

 
 
July 5    Ratification Debate—Federalists:  Morrison 
 
 Federalist Papers, no. 1-2, 4, 6, 9-10, 14-17, 22-24, 29,31, 37-40 
 

 
July 6   Framing the Bill of Rights: The Politics of Amending the New National 

 Constitution:  Dreisbach 
 

Solberg, Constitutional Convention, 331 (Sept. 12, 1787) 
Storing, The Anti-Federalist, 79-86 (letter from the Federal Farmer), 117-22 
(Essay of Brutus)  
The Federalist Papers, No. 84 (Hamilton) 
James Madison, Speech in U.S. House of Representatives, 8 June 1789, in Annals 
of Congress, 1st Cong., 1st sess., 448-59 [CP]  
 
Recommended reading: letter from Madison to Jefferson, Oct. 17, 1788 [CP] 
 

July 9  Slavery and the Constitution: Nelson 
 
 “The Constitutional Convention and Slavery,” [CP] 
 Maltz, “The Idea of the Proslavery Constitution”[CP] 

Finkelman, “Making a Covenant with Death: Slavery and the Constitutional 
Convention” [CP] 

 “Slave Ship graphic” [CP] 
   
July 10 The Great Themes of Religious Liberty in the American Experiment: 

  Dreisbach 
  

Lord Baltimore’s Instructions (1633), Greene, Settlements, 46-48 
An Act Concerning Religion (1649), Greene, Settlements, 49 66-69  
John Winthrop, “A Modell of Christian Charity” (1630), Greene, Settlements, 66-
69 Pennsylvania Charter of Privileges (1701), Greene, Settlements, 169-70 
Virginia Declaration of Rights (June 12, 1776), Greene, Colonies, 332-34  
Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom (Jan. 16, 1786), Greene, Colonies, 390-92 
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Northwest Ordinance, articles 1&3 (July 13, 1787), Greene, Colonies, 472-73  
  

    
July 11 Western States and Territories: An Empire of Liberty?  :  Nelson 
 
 Greene, Colonies to Nation, 466-80 
 Onuf, Statehood and Union, excerpts [CP]   
 
July 12   Roils and Rebellions of the 1790s: The Constitution in Peril? :   Nelson 
 
 Two Broadsides from the Democratic Society of Kentucky 1793 [CP] 
 George Washington letter to Burgess Ball 1794 [CP] 
 Thomas Jefferson letter to James Madison 1794 [CP] 
 George Washington’s Farewell Address 1796 excerpts [CP] 
 Sedition Act and Kentucky Resolutions 1798 excerpts [CP] 
 Thomas Jefferson’s First Inaugural Address 1801 excerpts [CP] 
  
ESSAY 2   DUE DATE   JULY 12 
 
 
July 13     Roundtable discussion on the Constitution 


