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OUR LIVING CONSTITUTION

Constitutional issues are part of our EVERYDAY life.  Your assignment is to “prove this” by creating your own individual POWER POINT presentation (with assistance provided during our allotted time in the computer lab).  First, select an amendment (or other section of the Constitution) on which you could become “an expert” (“constitutional scholar”).  Consider “narrowing” the topic even further: i.e. The First Amendment’s “freedom of speech” concept could be narrowed to “free speech for teenagers” or to “censorship on the Internet.”  The Constitution appears on pages 594-613 in your textbook, with cream-colored sidebar explanations of the various clauses/amendments.  It is also accessible through various search engines on the Internet (i.e. Yahoo! Government - type in “U.S. Constitution” or "Bill of Rights" and click on “search”).  

What you need to be “looking” for is potential research areas that have a CURRENT link with the Constitution.   At various times in the search process, there often is a menu bar heading that can take you to “News Stories” related to your topic.  A few sites that have been good sources in the past include the following:

· freedomforum.org (especially for first amendment topics)

· law.about.com/newsissues/law/library/weekly

· findlaw.com/casecode/constitution

· constitutioncenter.org

· lectlaw.com/tcon.htm

· billofrightsinstitute.org

Note: some sites (such as NRAILA.org) are good (but will offer sources supporting their bias).

REQUIREMENTS:

I. Begin by stating the amendment’s (or section’s) wording that your presentation will be based on. If it is lengthy, consider re-stating the most important wording separated by "…". Otherwise, it should be verbatim from the Constitution.

II. Next, state WHY you feel the Constitution needed this wording in order for us to “form a more perfect union” (have an effective government).  Include the historical background as to “why” this part of the Constitution was so necessary for us to begin with.  You could also add other “historical” references (which you feel are appropriate to your topic).

III. Continue with at least two slides relating to the CURRENT relevance/importance (which you feel make a link between the Constitution and our lives today).  Highlight the news event(s) and/or court cases that are currently/recently connected to your chosen section of the Constitution (from your "browsing" research). 

IV. On a scale from 1-10 (with ten being the MOST RELEVANT), how would you rank your topic as to the level of importance it plays in our lives and the “awareness” we should have concerning its effect on us?  Add a brief summary statement in support of this "score" (Why do we need to be aware of it and “preserve” it as part of our “blueprint for government”?). 

V. Give credit to the web sites you visited in composing your “analysis” section (part III., above).

Note: visiting various web sites may give you some ideas of what graphics, fonts, layouts, etc. were used by others who have “studied” the Constitution (and shared their results) via the Internet and its various search engines.  

